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Casto Connections—Keeping You Up-To-Date

Reader Response to our last issue:

As you may recall, the July 2002 issue had an article written by Martha E. Thompson on her search and eventual reunion
with her previously-unknown half-sister, Carol. Here were some of the comments | heard:

Miracles Do Happen:

Martha Thompson (gordonthompson@earthlink.net): Dear Danita, | just wanted to let you know how much
my sister and | appreciated you letting us share our story with you and your subscribers in the July issue of CASTO
CONNECTIONS. Our story of the union of two sisters. We have received many letters and cards of others who are
searching for their families, and some from relatives that made similar connections and could relate to our happiness. | have
received so many e-mails, all wishing us the best of luck in the future. Thank you and your readers so much for their support
and interest in our story. Sincerely, Martha Casto Thompson and Carol Kaye Donahue, the CASTO SISTERS. P.S. You
know the CASTO family is a nice family to be in, no matter which line you are in.

Danita’s Note: | was pleased to hear about the positive feedback. So much of our genealogical research is spent on finding
people from centuries ago, it was nice to hear about a present-day tale with a happy ending!

Casto Marriages:
Lawana Casto (lawanna@cincijava.com): Danita, Once again you've done a wonderful job with the Casto
Connections newsletter. I'm very interested in the list of Jackson County marriages you're starting to print. Could | ask you
do to a lookup for me? I'm trying to find the marriage record for: Clyde D Casto who married Wilma Lee Chapman, probably
in in the 1920-1940's. These are my husband’s grandparents. Thanks for all the work you're doing to further research on this

line.

Danita’s Note: | looked in 3 marriage books - 1901-1925, 1926-1939, 1940-1949 - and didn't see their marriage. | also
checked Jackson Co. Death Records 1856-1949 Vol. 1 A-E, and Jackson Co. Births 1853-1950 but didn't see Clyde D. or
Wilma Chapman. | also ran the name through Ina's database and mine, but there | had too many Clydes (12) and not
enough info about dates to narrow the field. Do we know Clyde's parents or birthdate? Or maybe Clyde didn't go by the
name Clyde - my grandfather, Orville Clive, went by Clive his whole life. Let me know where else | can search for you. I'm
sitting on a mountain of material related to Jackson Co. and several other counties as well that | can search.

More on the April Issue:

Hiram Casto

Gordon Ralls, Jr. (gcralls@attbi.com): Danita, Ever since you published that neat article about Hiram and
Sarah Casto, I've been wondering about the birthdate Sarah gave in the 1900 census. But, | had to wait until | could go to
the LDS library and check it for myself before commenting to you. | think Sarah lied about her age, or got mixed up.
Consider that using that ages for 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880 she 'calculates out' to have been born ca 1833. Then,
suddenly, in 1900 and 1910 her birth date turns out to be Nov 1830. The reason | think the 1833 is right, is because her
parents, John G Casto and Catherine Westfall weren't married until 27 Nov 1831. Her age would also 'tend' to be 'confirmed'
by Eileen Vickers' book which says Hiram married Sally b 1833. The only 'fly in the ointment' is: Why would Sarah *add* to
her age? Most women have a tendency to subtract. What do you think?

Danita’s Note: As you know, the census records are far from accurate in many cases. Many of us like the 1900 and 1910
because they're "supposed” to be more complete, but | guess it just depends on who answered the door that day. By 1900,
Hiram and Sarah were "up there" in years, especially considering the life span of folks then, and it is quite possible that they
were a little confused or couldn't remember exactly. Shoot, some days, | can't remember what year | was born! I think you're
right and 1833 is a better birth year in her case.

Really Recent News!:

| have been contacted by several subscribers recently to tell me about another research tool for genealogists and
the best part is that it's free! The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints just put an indexed, searchable version of the
1880 U.S. census on their web site at http://www.familysearch.org. I've checked it out and it is very useful!
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Casto Reunions 2002

By Danita Smith with contributions by
Deti Sanders and Pam Bailey

This year | was able to attend the Casto
Reunion in Ripley, West Virginia. For the past
three years this event has been planned and
coordinated by one of our subscribers, Wanda
Vicari of East Palatka, Florida. While the turnout
was not as large as any of us would have liked,
the enthusiasm for Casto research was
wonderful. Maybe too wonderful. Comments |
heard afterwards basically said that people go to
family reunions to visit with relatives they’'ve not
seen in awhile, see the newest babies in the
family, eat some of Aunt Mary’s famous chicken
and maybe pitch some horseshoes with Cousin
Bob. What we’'ve been doing at Wanda’s
reunions is discussing the latest Casto research
with people we’ve only met over the internet.
The reunions are more research meetings and
sharing of pictures and trading information than is
usual for a reunion. Several people offered
suggestions and advice for future gatherings.
One such piece of advice was to try and
advertise in several of the surrounding counties.
Ripley has a population of about 3400 people—
not as large as some of us imagined. Another
suggestion was to get more local involvement—
people who live in the area and can help spread
the word. Personally, | was struck by the
comment about reunion vs. research. Perhaps
we shouldn’t be planning a reunion at all. Maybe
what we are wanting is a Casto Convention for
Genealogists. I've thought of having such a
meeting myself. It would be easy to set up a
room at the Cincinnati Library and invite all
interested parties to a gathering of others who
are interested in researching the family. And if
any questions arose, we just pop out to the
microfilm readers or county histories right there in
the library and see if we can find the answer.
Another factor involved in the low turnout is the
fact that this is a “new” reunion. Several of the
other reunions people have mentioned to me,
Casto and otherwise, have been going for
several decades. With such a long standing
tradition, you know about the annual get-together
from the time you can walk until the time when

you can’'t do that so well anymore! Several
people have offered help in planning next year’s
reunion in Ripley and maybe working together we
can work out some of the problems and get more
people to attend next time.

Have said all that, | don’t want you to think
that it wasn't a fun time. Everyone brought
something good to eat and Wanda once again
made a wonderful quilt, which was raffled off and
won by Ann Casto,
wife of Bob Casto, of
Red House, WV.
Ann is the mother of
another one of our
subscribers, Debi
Sanders. Debi lives
in Texas and comes

up and attends the ZZA\I=R))
reunion and spends a ¢ 7
few days with her é\\ ,

parents in WV. We .
were surprised to see
another Texan at the reunion, Carolyn McDuff of
Houston, who came with her two grown children.
Wanda really puts a lot of effort and enthusiasm
into these events and it's a shame more people
haven’t come to enjoy them. Wanda’s mother,
Hazel Casto, even made little flag pins for
everyone to wear.

Ann Casto & her prize!

One of the reunions that | mentioned as
having been a long-standing tradition is the
Casto Reunion of Marietta, Ohio. | once again
called upon my good friend, subscriber, and
newsletter contributor, Pam Bailey, to fill us in on
that family gathering and this is what she sent
me:

The annual reunion of the descendants of
John Edward CASTO and Renna Mae MOLZE
was held on July 6 in Marietta, Ohio. There was
plenty of good food, good conversation and lots
of scrapbook memories and genealogy charts
shared.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

In addition, David Casto presented awards for the golf outing that took place earlier in the day. The
reunion wouldn't be complete without the golfing as well as the chance to both applaud and poke a little
fun at the participants afterwards. Due to a previous golf fund raising, David also made an announcement
concerning the on-going success of the memorial scholarships set up in honor of his father, Paul R.
Casto.

As with many gatherings during the past year, the reunion added a patriotic flare to it's remembrances.
As you can see, we had a re-creation of the WWII victory photo by the daughters of those shown in the
original picture. We were also reminded that when John passed away in 1970, Renna was presented with
an American Flag by the American Legion. This wasn't done because John had served in the military, but
rather because so many of their sons and grandsons had served their country. In their honor, a collection
of photos and tidbits about their service records has been started.

Front Row Sisters:

Front from Left:

Mary's daughter, Barbara Alexander Morrow; Jean's
daughters, Diane Britton VanWey and Marcie Britton
Warne; Gladys' daughter Kay Sheppard Bloomingdale;

d Maxine's daughter, Linda Casto Tucker.
and Maxine Sinclair Casto (John) and Maxine's daugnter, Lin aBailigor;mche(af::

Mary Casto Alexander, Jean Casto Britton and

Gladys Casto Sheppard

Back Row Sweethearts:

Mildred Gerken Casto (Dick), Ruth Young Casto (Bob),

Mildred's daughters, Julie Casto Bauer and Bonnie Casto
Schafer; Ruth's daughter, Cheryl Casto Lenington and
Maxine's daughter, Nancy Casto Lada.

As for patriotic ancestors, John's grandfather, Edward (Ned) Casto and a number of his brothers
served during the Civil War for the Union Army. While doing some research this past year in the ancestry
of Ed's second wife, Sarah, we found an interesting Revolutionary War story in her tree. It's documented
that her maternal grandfather, Henry Hinzeman, came to America to fight against the Colonists then
decided he'd rather fight for them! His wife, Charity, later collected both a pension and a land warrant in his
name. To view on-line information mentioned above and additional related surnames, cousins may visit
the following website and select the appropriate heading below "Pam's Lines." Updates and corrections
are welcomed as noted on the webpages. http://webpages.marshall.edu/~bailey164/genealogy.htm
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“Family lore can be a bore, but only when you are hearing it, never when you are relating it
to the ones who will be carrying it on for you. A family without a storyteller or two has no way
to make sense out of their past and no way to get a sense of themselves.” Frank Pittman, 1994
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Casto Internet Research

If you're into “surfing the web” for Casto information, here are a few sites that | recently found
while searching for “Casto genealogy”. These aren’t strictly Casto families but you may find a
branch you’ve been looking for! | have links to several of our subscriber’s own sites at our Casto
Connections site (www.castoconnections.com).

Perry/Hupp Family History
http://www.perry-family.org/

Aagre Genealogy Home Page (DaCastos of NJ?7?777?)
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/a/a/g/Scott-Aagre/index.html

Karen’s Vance Family Roots
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/cottage/4979/

Ancestry of the Pingley-Smith & Aronoff-Goldstein families
http://www.familytreemaker.com/users/g/o/l/Donna-Goldstein/index.html

Ginther/Gunther Central
http://ginther.cjb.net

Rebs, Yanks and Italians
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~wheeler/Index.htm

Hinds Site: Genealogy of Ken Hinds
http://www.users.cts.com/crash/h/hindskw/genealogy.html

The Seay, Casto, Castoe, Snyders of MO, AR, and OK
http://www.genealogy.com/genealogy/users/s/e/a/James-Seay/

The Casto Family Homepage
http://www.vvm.com/~casto/

Genealogy of Gary L Warner
http://members.citynet.net/warner/gene/gene.html

Staats Genealogy
http://members.tripod.com/~beag27/staats.html (Tripod pages have lots of pop-up ads!)

Word of caution: | always strongly urge any researcher to verify any information found on the
internet by independent means, such as writing to the courthouse where records are located or
finding someone who can verify a tombstone if you are not able to go look for yourself. Since we
are all human, we all make mistakes and especially when material has been transcribed as
many times as some of this material has—published in a book, copied by one researcher, sent
to another, etc.
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Dear Subserlbers,

| wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of you for the
support You give me as [ continue to publish this newsletter.
It gets kind of heetle around the Smith household some days
and weeks go by where | don't answer my e-mail as quickly
as | should or sent out lssues exactly on thme. But You are
always patient and supportive and Lt Ls much appreclated!

[ also wanted to thank you for the items that you send to
shave with others vesearching the Casto family. ['ve gotten
pletures, booklets, news articles, certificates, family group
sheets, and one subscriber even sent me her CASTO license
plate, which | proudtg hang on my office walll

Many of You will notice that your subscription expires after
this lssue. f you wish to continue recelving the newsletter,
Just drop me a check for $10 made out to Danita Smith (not
Casto Comnections).  The address s 1215 Anthony Lane,
Mason, OH 45040, As always, if | have made an ervor and
not updateo Your Label, just Let me know!

One last item of business: Owne of our subsertbers, James
‘Cam” Crane, is working on a project to provide genealogical
information on everyone burted tn Pleasant Hill, Shinn (aka
Fairplain), and Casto Cemetery n Jackson Co., WV. He lists
the parents, spouse(s), children, and stblings of each
ndividual.  His work Ls then donated to the Jackson Co.
Llbrary. I you have any wmaterial you would Like to share
with him to help with this wonderful project, please contact
him at jecamjoan@notmatl.com or his howme adoress is: Cam
Crane, RE. 3, Box 244, Ripley, WV 25271,
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